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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President Lorenzo Snow at the 
General Conference of the Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
April 6, 1895. 

I wish to read for our instruction a few verses which will be found in 
the first chapter of John’s Revelations, as follows: 


And I[ turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I 
saw seven golden candlesticks. 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, 
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a 
golden girdle. 

His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his 
eyes were as a flame of fire; 

And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and 
his voice as the sound of many waters. 

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a 
sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength. 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; | am the first and the last: 

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 


In connection with this I wish to read from the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, 110th section: 


The vail was taken from our minds, and the eyes of our understanding 
were opened. 

We saw the Lord standing upon the breast work of the pulpit, before us, 
and under his feet was a paved work of pure gold in color like amber. 

His eyes were as a flame of fire, the hair of his head was white like the 
pure snow, his countenance shone above the brightness of the sun, and his 
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voice was as the sound of the rushing of great waters, even the voice of 
Jehovah, saying— 

I am the first and the last, [am he who liveth, I am he who was slain, 
I am your advocate with the Father. 

Behold, your sins are forgiven you, you are clean before me, therefore 
lift up your heads and rejoice, 

Let the hearts of your brethren rejoice, and let the hearts of all my 
people rejoice, who have, with their might, built this house to my name. 

For behold, I have accepted this house, and my name shall be here, and 
I will manifest myself to my people in mercy in this house. 


This vision was seen by Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery on April 3, 
1836. 

Here are two testimonies concerning Jesus Christ. That which I first 
read was given about 1800 years ago, the other about 59 years ago. I 
suppose there are many millions that believe in the first testimony which 
I have read in relation to the Son of God, as described by John the 
Revelator. This second testimony about the same personage, the Son of 
God, is believed but by a very few compared to the great number of 
people who believe in the first testimony. In reference to John, who bore 
testimony to the Son of God, 1 never was familiar with him. Indeed I 
never saw his face; I never heard his voice; I never had the pleasure of 
shaking hands with him. But Joseph Smith I was familiar with: In the 
year 1832, if I mistake not, I first saw him and heard him preach. And 
from that time on, with the exception perhaps of a couple of years, I was 
intimately acquainted with him. I have conversed with him many times. 
I have heard him preach many times. I have sat at his table at various 
times. I knew him to bea man of God, full of the spirit of his calling— 
a man whose integrity could not be disputed, and who was honest in all 
his endeavors. No one that was as intimately acquainted with him as I 
was could find any fault with him, so far as his moral character was 
concerned. As to the second individual here that bears this last testi- 
mony, Oliver Cowdery, I was partially acquainted with him. I heard 
him preach, and talked with him; and while he was engaged in pro- 
mulgating the principles of the religion which he espoused, the same 
that you and I have espoused, no fault could be found with him. At 
that time he was a good man, and always bore a faithful testimony 
to these things which God had plainly manifested to him. But like 
some others who were prominent in the Church in 1836, and before and 
after that, he got dissatisfied, he got jealous of certain parties, and after 
a time he apostatized, and remained in that condition for many years; 
but just previous to his death he came forward and requested to have the 
privilege of being rebaptized and becoming again a member of the Church. 
Yet during all the period of his apostasy, so far as I understand, he always 
maintained the truth of this testimony which he bore in regard to the 
truth of the principles of Mormonism and the various manifestions which 
he received of the Lord. Now, 1 bear testimony of the good character of 
Brother Joseph Smith, of his honesty, his fidelity, his faithfulness, his 
generosity, and benevolence, as a man and asa servant of God. This is 
why I have read these testimonies. 
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Now, there are several thousand Latter-day Saints before me, and there 
is not one but has a work to perform. We did not come into this world 
accidentally. We came for a special purpose, and it was undoubtedly 
through certain arrangements in the other life where we dwelt that we 
came into this life. Well, in the Temples we are accomplishing a great 
work in reference to our kindred dead. We have from time to time 
important manifestations that God approved of this labor that we are 
performing in our Temples. Most extraordinary manifestations have 
been experienced by individuals that are laboring for their ancestry. It 
is a mighty work that we are accomplishing. Thousands of persons have 
been baptized for their dead during the progress of our labors in the 
Temples. I wish to speak of a few things in reference to the importance 
of this work and of individuals being engaged in it. As I said, we have 
not come into this world accidentally. It is my opinion that there has 
been an inspiration to bring about certain relations that we are forming 
here in this life, and most likely they arise because of certain relations 
that existed in our previous life. We respect those relations. As Presi- 
dent Woodruff told us at our last conference but one, in speaking on this 
subject, we respect the relations that were formed years and generations 
ago when the Gospel was not among the children of men. One of the 
first commandments that God gave when He introduced the human family 
upon this little globe upon which we dwell was that they should multiply 
and replenish the earth. That was a matter of the highest importance, or 
God would never have given that commandment. It was of the utmost 
importance that the earth should be peopl ith the sons and daughters 
of God. Circumstances were of that nature that men and women never 
could be exalted and receive the fulness of glory unless they passed 
through this ordeal. They had to come to the earth, which was called the 
second estate. We had a first estate, in which we dwelt, moved and had a 
being. We knew one another there. And in consequence of having kept 
our first estate, we had the privilege of coming into this estate, in order to 
pass through the ordeal and get that necessary experience and education 
that should prepare us to sit upon thrones and govern and control our 
posterity worlds without end. We canie here because we were sent here 
and because we were willing tocome. In this life we send our missionaries 
into the world. We select our young men and give them missions to 
travel among the nations. It is not one of the most pleasant things that 
might be imagined for a young man to start out, not having had any 
experience, to go to a land and among a people that he knows nothing at 
all about, and in many instances does not even understand their language. 
He realizes that he will have trials, troubles and difficulties to cope with, 
and many things of an unpleasant character. In one sense of the word, 
he parts with his friends unpleasantly; but it is an important duty that 
he feels now called upon to perform, and there will arise from the per- 
formance of these duties honor, and eventually glory and exaltation. He 
is well satisfied in regard to this point: but the mission is not a pleasant 
thing to contemplate altogether. He is selected for this divine mission 
and holy labor because of his faithfulness and his purity of conduct. In 
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like manner we come into this world because we kept our first estate in 
the midst of all the trials and difficulties in the other life. It was not all 
of the family of God that preserved themselves in their first estate. One- 
third part of the host of the children of God, His offspring, traveled in a 
different direction, and were not worthy to come into the world. They 
do come sometimes, but they have to borrow bodies, not having any of 
their own. We, however, are here because of our worthiness in the past, 
as Elders are sent out among the nations because of their worthiness at 
home. 

Now, in our Temples we allow persons to come in, after they have 
traced their ancestry, no matter how far back, and to be baptized for their 
dead father, grandfather, and great grandfather and so on, just as far as 
they can trace their line. Then we allow them to have the wives sealed 
to their husbands, all along the ancestry line, as far as they can trace it. 
Take the case of a virtuous young man who lived before the Gospel was 
introduced to the children of men. He desired to get him a wife and to 
raise a family. That desire is a proper desire. It is obeying the first 
commandment. Well, he married a wife, and raised a family; but he 
never had the privilege of receiving the Gospel, as you and I have. How- 
ever, he taught his family the principles of morality, and he was affection- 
ate and kind to his wife and children. What more could he do? He 
should not be condemned because he did not receive the Gospel; for there 
was no Gospel to receive. He should not lose his wife because when he 
married her he could not go into a Temple and have her sealed to him for 
time and eternity. He acted according to the best knowledge that he had, 
and she was married to him for time, according to the custom of the 
country. We respect that marriage, solemnized according to the laws of 
his country. We do not think it would be right to take that wife, married 
to this man under these circumstances, and seal her to any other man, or 
the children either. As President Woodruff explained, we seal children to 
their parents and wives to their husbands, all along the line. Now, it 
should be an object in every man’s and woman’s mind to come into our 
Temples and to perform this labor. It is a great labor, and an important 
one, too. When we go back into the other life and find our dead friends 
living there, if we have not performed the labor that is necessary for their 
exaltation and glory we shall not feel very happy and it will not be a 
very pleasant meeting. We ought not to wait for opportunities to be 
pleasant and agreeable always; but we should strive, even if it takes a 
little sacrifice on our part, to put ourselves in a condition to perform this 
labor. We havein the Salt Lake Temple between sixty and seventy persons 
that are employed continually for the purpose of waiting on brethren and 
sisters who come there to do this labor, and they perform their service 
cheerfully. Very few indeed receive any pay; they give their labor for 
nothing. And we welcome the brethren and sisters when we see them in 
this Temple. It is the same in all the other Temples. We desire 
anxiously that the brethren and sisters should not neglect this important 
work. Do you know what will be the main labor during the thousand 
years of rest? It will be that which we are trying to urge the Latter-day 
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Saints to perform at the present time. Temples will be built all over this 
land, and the brethren and sisters will go into them and perhaps work 
day and night in order to hasten the work and accomplish the labors 
necessary before the Son of Man can present His kingdom to His Father. 
This work has got to be accomplished before the Son of Man can come 
and receive His kingdom to present it to His Father. Every son and 
daughter of God will have the opportunity necessary for exaltation and 
glory, either by themselves or by their friends. For there is but one way 
by which exaltation and glory can be secured. We have to be baptized 
for the remission of sins and have hands laid upon us for the reception of 
the Holy Ghost. These and other ordinances are absolutely necessary for 
exaltation and glory; and where individuals have lived when the Gospel 
has not been accessible, these things can be attended to by their friends. 
We have come into the world now in order to do these things—at least, it 
is one of the chief objects of our coming. We cannot lay too great stress 
upon the importance of this work. 

Well, brethren and sisters, offspring of God, everything before us is 
encouraging. Our prospects are just as great and glorious as any imagin- 
ation could possibly anticipate; and we should strive to fit ourselves to 
receive these blessings. As to the foundation upon which we stand, it is 
pretty secure; but it may not be to everyone within the sound of my 
voice. No man should be satisfied until he has secured a perfect assurance 
that this is the path of exaltation and glory; that Joseph Smith was a 
prophet of God; that these things which I have been reading to you are 
actually of God; that Jesus, the Son of God, actually appeared in 1836 to 
some of the sons and daughters of God that were acquainted with Him in 
the other life. There is no question about this in my mind, and there are 
tens of thousands of Latter-day Saints that can testify to the truth of this 
work. They know it for themselves; but I fear there are too many that 
have not secured that assurance that is absolutely necessary, because every 
man and every woman will be tried to see how far he or she has an under- 
standing in regard to these principles. May we be blessed in all our 
labors. May we understand the things that are required at our hands, 
and perform them faithfully, and be successful, so that when we have 
finished our second estate we may go yonder and there rejoice and receive 
the fulness of exaltation and glory. This ‘is my prayer in the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 


THE ATMOSPHERE OF MARS. 


To determine whether a planet be the abode of life, two questions about 
it must be answered in turn: first, are its physical conditions such as to 
render it habitable? and, secondly, are there any signs of its actual habit- 
ation? When we scan the members of our own solar family for answer 
to our first query, we find but two that promise even the possibility of an 
affirmative reply, Mars and Venus. Venus keeps herself so constantly 
veiled in cloud that we know little about her. Now, to all forms of life 
of which we have any conception, two things in nature are vital, air and 
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and the presence of water. How, then, is Mars off for air? Since atmos- 
phere is a sine gua non to any change whatever upon a planet’s surface, 
reversely, any change upon a planet’s surface is proof positive of an atmos- 
phere, however incapable of detection such atmosphere be by direct means. 

Now changes take place upon the surface of Mars, changes vast enough 
to be visible from the earth. Last June its general aspect was tripartite. 
Upon the top part of the disc, around what we know to be the planet’s 
pole, appeared a great white cap, the south polar cap. Below the white 
cap lay a region chiefty bluish-green, interspersed, however, with portions 
more or less reddish-ochre. Below this, again, came a vast reddish-ochre 
stretch, the great continental deserts of the planet. The first sign of 
change occurred in the polar cap. It proceeded slowly to dwindle in size. 
Such obliteration it has undergone once every two years for the last two 
hundred. During the spring these snow-fields, as analogy at once guesses 
them to be, and as beyond doubt they really are, stretch in the southern 
hemisphere, the one presented to us at this last opposition, down to latitude 
seventy, and even sixty-five south; covering thus more than the whole of 
the planet’s south frigid zone. As summer comes on they dwindle grad- 
ually away, till by early autumn they present but tiny patches, a few 
hundred miles across. This year, for the first time in human experience, 
they melted, apparently, completely, on October 13, a date corresponding 
to about the middle of July on earth. Evidently it was a phenomenally 
hot season on Mars, for the minimum of the polar patch is reached usually 
about three months after Martian midsummer. It will be noticed how 
nearly such melting parallels what takes place with our arctic ice-cap on 
earth. But the disappearance of the polar snows is by no means the only 
change discernible upon the surface of the planet. From the Martian last 
of April to the Martian middle of August, the bluish-green areas have 
been steadily undergoing a most marked transformation. There proves, 
in fact, to be a wave of seasonal change that sweeps over the face of the 
planet from pole to pole. These changes constitute proof positive of 
the presence of an atmosphere. 

The first and most conspicuous characteristic of the Martian atmosphere 
is its cloudlessness. We read sometimes in astronomical books and 
articles picturesque accounts of clouds and mist gathering over certain 
regions of tlie disc, hiding the coast lines and continents from view, and 
then, some hours later, clearing off again. Contrary to what the distance 
of the planet from the sun and the thinness of its atmospheric envelope 
would lead us to expect, the climate of Mars proves astonishingly mild. 
Such pleasing amelioration of the climate must be accounted for, and 
aqueous vapor seems the most likely thing for the purpose. It acts, 
indeed, like the glass of a conservatory, letting the light rays in, and 
opposing the passage of the heat rays out. For three reasons Mars should 
have a thinner air at his surface than is found on the surface of the earth. 
Calculating the effect of these causes numerically, we find that on this a 
prior: supposition Mars would have at his surface an atmosphere of about 
. fourteen-hundredths, or one-seventh the density of our terrestrial one. 
Observation supports this general supposition; for the cloudless character 
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of the Martian skies is precisely what we should look for in a rare air. As 
to its possible quality, we have reason to suppose that, except for possible 
chemical combinations, the atmosphere of Mars is not unlike our own. 

Mars is blissfully destitute of weather. If we are right, there can be 
no rain, nor hail, nor snow, for the particles would be deposited befure 
they gained the dignity of such separate existence. Dew or frost would 
be the maximum of precipitation that Mars could support. The polar 
snow-cap or ice-cap, therefore, is doubtless formed, not by the falling of 
snow, but by successive depositions of dew. Another interesting result 
of the rarity of the air would be its effect upon the boiling point of water. 
Reynault’s experiments have shown that, in air at a density 14-100 of our 
own, water would boil at about 127 deg. Fahrenheit. One deduction fron: 
this thin air we must, however, be careful not to make: that because it is 
thin it is incapable of supporting intelligent life. That beings constituted 
physically as we are would find it a most uncomfortable habitat is pretty 
certain. But lungs are not wedded to logic, and there is nothing in the 
world or beyond it to prevent, so far as we know, a being with gills, for 
example, from being a most superior person. 

To sum up, now, what we know about the atmosphere of Mars: we have 
proof positive that Mars has an atmosphere; we have reason to believe 
that this atmosphere is very thin—thinner at least by half than the air 
upon the summit of the Himalayas—that in constitution it does not differ 
greatly from our own, and that it is relatively heavily charged with water 
vapor.—PEROCIVAL LOWELL, in the Atlantic (U.S.) 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A new method for identifying hand-writing is reported to have been discovered. It 
consists in enlarging the letters by photography and measuring the alterations due to 
beating of the pulse. 

A very unusual occurrence happened in Dallas, Texas, not long since. At a lec- 
ture on infidelity, the lecturer was challenged by a lady who stated that she would 
pray for him during three months, and if he felt his heart touched he was to make a 
public confession, To this he agreed, and the result will now be awaited with interest 
both by believers and infidels. 


It is reported that the trunks of trees possess the remarkable property of retaining the 
salt of sea water that has filtered through the trunk in the direction of the fibres. An 
Austrian has taken advantage of this to construct a pump which forces up the sea water 
into a reservoir and then forces it into the filter formed by the tree trunk. The water 
thus filtered is said to be freed from every particle of the saline taste which ordinarily 
renders sea water unfit for human consumption. 


Lord Rosebery tendered his resignation to the Queen on Saturday, June 22. The event 
was not entirely unexpected, as the small majority of the prime minister’s party in Parlia- 
ment made it difficult for him to carry through any important measure. A cabinet 
meeting was held on the date mentioned which lasted nearly all day, and at the close the 
premier went to the Queen and made known his determination to resign, when she imme- 
diately sent for Lord Salisbury. It is inferred of course from this that he will be asked 
to form a cabinet, but predictions are uttered that he will not consent to this until after 
the present Parliament is dissolved. In the meantime all political circles are anxiously 


awaiting developments. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 1895. 


A SAD ANNIVERSARY. 


TueE Latter-day Saints in all time to come will have cause to remember 
this day, for it is the anniversary of one of the saddest events in their 
whole history. Fifty one years ago—-Thursday, June 27, 1844—the people 
who believed in the restoration of the Gospel were shocked beyond 
measure by being suddenly deprived of him who had for fourteen years 
been to them a prophet, seer, and revelator—a leader that, inspired of God, 
had brought them safely through scenes among the most trying of any 
known to modern times. Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum were 
assaulted by a mob of murderous ruffians who had sworn to take their 
lives, and with scarcely a moment’s warning they were sent into eternity ; 
not for any crime they had committed, nor for any dishonorable act of 
theirs, but because they taught the principles of truth in this century 
when it is unpopular to speak of the pure doctrines of Christ and insist 
that they are applicable to our own time as well as to His day. The Son 
of God Himself suffered a shameful death at the hands of sinful men, and 
He warned His disciples that many of them would suffer likewise. Among 
the events fulfilling this prophecy is the one we desire briefly to mention 
to-day. 

The present people of Missouri and Illinois would fain blot from the 
pages of history the record of the cruel treatment of the Saints and the 
cold-blooded assassination of the two men who at the time of their death 
stood at. the head of latter-day Israel] ; but that record is too deeply 
engraved upon the hearts of suffering humanity, and too vividly impressed 
upon the minds of their descendants ever to be effaced or forgotten. Though 
there is scarcely a person in existence—and certainly no honorable one 
who has impartially investigated the facts—that has any word of justifica- 
tion, palliation, or excuse for the most atrocious murder, yet not a single 
one of the perpetrators of the horrid deed has ever been brought to 
justice. 

Previous to the time it happened public feeling had run high and there 
had been great excitement throughout western I)linois on account of the 
alleged misconduct of some of the Latter-day Saints. True, nothing could 
be proved against them, and since that time parties have confessed that 
they themselves were the authors of numerous misdemeanors, such as 
setting fire to property, killing cattle, and in various ways destroying 
property belonging to people who were not active in their opposition to 
the Saints, or who were supposed to be friendly towards them. These 
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wretches would then start the rumor that the outrages had |been com- 
mitted by Mormons, and in many instances through this means the 
sympathy of friends was turned into hatred. Threats were made to 
exterminate the Saints, or to drive them from their hard earned posses- 
sions. They had been industrious and frugal, with the consequent result 
that they were generally in more comfortable circumstances than their 
neighbors. Their beautiful city, Nauvoo, was their pride, and the magnifi- 
cent temple at that place would have been an ornament to any city on the 
face of the earth. The people were contented, and attended to their daily 
affairs in a commendable manner, ever mindful of the welfare of others, 
and disposed to suffer wrong rather than todo wrong. But they preached a 
strange doctrine for the present time—a doctrine similar to that contained 
in the Bible; they had a peculiar organization in their Church—the same 
as was established anciently ; they refused to drink and gamble and enter 
into companionship with those who did so; they tried to live according to 
the Spirit of the Gospel. 

Bancroft the historian says that the Mormons in Missouri and I]linois were 
better than their neighbors around them. The latter through a system of 
blackmailing aroused the whole country for miles in every direction, and a 
demand was made upon the Saints to leave their city that their enemies 
might obtain the property which had been accumulated, and which they 
knew it was impossible to move away. 

Joseph Smith and Hyrum were accused of treason and a threat was 
made that if they did not surrender themselves the mob would come 
against the city of Nauvoo and demolish it. They gave themselves into 
the hands of their opponents, but received the pledge of the governor that 
they should be protected and should be given a fair and impartial trial. 
He told them he would not go away from Carthage without taking them 
with him. Instead of fulfilling his promise he basely deserted them, leav- 
ing them to the mercy of those who had said; “If the law can not reach 
them, powder and ball shall.” 

President John Taylor and Dr. Willard Richards had voluntarily accom- 
panied the prophet and his brother to Carthage jail. They had spent the 
day in conversing on the things of God, experiencing a feeling of dread 
which they could not explain. Joseph himself had, made the statement 
when leaving Nauvoo that he was going to his death. Not long after 
their singing for the second time the hymn beginning: “A poor wayfaring 
man of grief,” a noise was heard at the stairway and almost instantly 
Hyrum Smith was shot to death. Joseph suffered a similar fate within a 
few moments. Thus perished for the cause of truth two of the noblest 
characters that ever graced the earth by their presence. 

The tragedy cast a gloom over all Israel, and the assassins fled conscience- 
stricken from the scene of their unholy deeds. They thought the work 
established by Joseph Smith would cease; but through inspiration from 
on high he had laid the foundation deep and broad, so that it was not 
even shaken by his untimely end. His life had been one of noble sacrifice 
and unselfishness, his only aim the betterment of mankind. He had 
respected virtue wherever found, and had not shrunk from hurling denun- 
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ciation at unworthy actions even when performed by men in the highest 
station of official life. 

His and his brother’s martyrdom, and the heroism with which they met 
their fate, knowing that it was for principle, form an example of fidelity 
to truth, worthy of imitation if necessary by every one who loves the right. 
The day is sad to remember, for its memory inevitably brings with it the 
thought of what might have been accomplished by such a man as Joseph 
Smith had his life been spared to the age of many of his intimate friends 
and followers. His death was turned by the Lord into a means of advanc- 
ing His truth, yet that will not in the slightest justify those who took his 
life. “It must needs be that offences come; but woe unto that man by 
whom the offence cometh !” B. 


ARRIVALS.—The Cunard steamer Lucania arrived in Liverpool on June 
21, having on board Mrs. Chloe Eldredge, Ernest Eldredge, Harold Eld- 
redge, Guy Eldredge, and Miss Mamie Eldredge, all] of Salt Lake City, who 
came on a pleasure trip to England and the Continent. 

Also there arrived in Liverpool per American Line Steamer Kensington 
on June 26, 1895, the following named Elders from Utah: For the British 
Mission—John H. Burrows and W. 8. Romney of Salt Lake City; C. D. 
Smith of Fillmore; D. C. Stephenson of Nephi; Edwin Price of Green- 
ville. For the Scandinavian Mission—Ole Anderson of Pleasant Grove; 
Andrew Bjérkman of Salt Lake City. Accompanying these were Mrs. 
Jokn H. Burrows of Salt Lake City; Mrs. John L. Fackrell of Bountiful ; 
Mrs. Mary J. Dean and son Joseph H. Dean of Almy, Wyoming; Miss 
Nora Bennion of Taylorsville; Mrs. A. K. Bartlett of Vernal. The last 
named accompanied the Scandinavian Elders to Copenhagen, leaving 
Liverpool in the afternoon of June 26, and the other ladies will spend 
some time in England, and on the Continent. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John H. Burrows has been appointed to labor in 
the business department of the MILLENNIAL Star Office. 

Elder W. 8. Romney has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Sheffield Conference. 

Elders C. D. Smith and D. C. Stephenson have been appointed to labor 
as Traveling Elders in the Newcastle Conference. 

Elder Edwin Price has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Welsh Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISS[ONARY FIELDS. 


PrEsIDENT A. W. Jupp of the Netherlands Mission sends the following 
report of the conference held in Rotterdam on June 2, 1895. 

Owing to the Dutch custom of celebrating for two days all general feast 
anniversaries, and Pentecost being such a day, our conference being 
appointed for that date, we concluded to hold a two days’ session. 

Saturday eve the missionaries arrived as also a visitor or two who lived 
so far from headquarters that it would be impossible to come in time for 
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meeting the following morning. One case was exceptional. We Elders 
were all together singing the hymns of dear Zion when a stranger was 
seen to pause a moment, in what seemed to be his search for something 
or somebody, as he passed down the street, and suddenly coming to our 
door as confident of having found the object he was looking for, was shown 
inside, when he and Elder Ripplinger suddenly recognized each other and 
explanations soon followed. The gentleman was a member of a highly 
respectable family in Liege, Belgium, an author in both French and Ger- 
man; through certain circumstances he met with our representative in 
Liege, and being informed of our conference, concluded to accept the 
cordial invitation extended him to prove the spirit and religion of his 
newly acquired friends—de Mormoonen. Tho fare cost him something 
over 25 francs and he arrived a perfect stranger in Rotterdam. Without 
_ knowing where to look for us he rambled around viewing the city till 
concluding to inquire, he approached a policeman, asking where the Isaac 
Hubert Street was, though he knew not the number, “Why this is that 
street” replied the policeman and though the number was forgotten our 
singing attracted him and he was “gered.” 

Sunday morning a company of sixteen for conference arrived from 
Amsterdam, and meeting commenced at 10 a.m., with a fair congregation 
and a spirit of rejoicing, the first session being occupied by the visiting 
and local Saints bearing testimony and singing, as is common in our fast 
meetings, the Spirit confirming the saying afterwards heard: “It is good 
for us to be here, for the Lord was in our midst.” 

After partaking of President De Bry’s hospitality, extended to the ten 
Elders, and visitor from Liege, our fast was broken. Sunday School was 
attended at 1:30 p.m. Afterwards our President’s First Counselor, Brother 
Kooyman, was honored by the same select company of eleven, and he 
showed them that all the good cooks were not in Utah. 

At 6 p.m. a good turnout of Saints as well as several strangers crowded 
our hall on Hofkade 21 some having to stand during services. 

The sacrament passed, the audience was addressed by three of the 
Elders, the principal subject treated in detail being the strife between 
truth and error, commencing in the pre-existent probation and continuing 
on down through the annals of time until as a crown of the sacrifices of 
the Reformation the true light was again given to the world through the 
instrumentality of the great latter-day prophet Joseph Smith. Especial 
emphasis was used in showing the congregation how dearly the privilege 
of/living in the light of truth and progression had been bought and how 
they should esteem the same as a pearl of great price. 

After meeting, a pleasant walk in the environs of the city by the visitors 
and several local Saints was greatly enjoyed. 

Arrangements were made so that all visiting friends were entesnaiiiil 
for the night and the next morning found a genuine brotherly and sisterly 
feeling manifest which continued to increase during the day, the Elders 
bearing testimony with words calculated to incite all to a renewed deter- 
mination to live as Saints. 


Our regular quarterly Priesthood meeting was held at 1:30, the Elders 
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rendering an account of labors and experiences, expressing a desire to 
continue firm to the end. 

The report of labor during the three months ending May 31 by the 
seven Elders who had been actively engaged in Holland, shows that about 
3000 families had been visited receiving tracts to read, and they were 
again visited giving all an opportunity to investigate further. Besides 
these over 1,000 tracts had been promiscuously distributed; books loaned 
380, several Book of Mormons and Voice of Warnings being either loaned 
or sold; private conversations 520; public meetings held 153; baptisms 
42; re-baptized 4; children blessed 20; ordinations 12. A _ perceptible 
improvement could be discerned among the Saints awake to their callings, 
but some of them had seemingly forgotten their first love, becoming luke- 
warm and five had been excommunicated. 

Some changes were made in the fields of labor but all seemed enthused 
and returned to their respective districts thankful for the privilege of 
meeting, anticipating a still greater success during the coming three months. 

Immediately after conference a lady desired to receive baptism and the 
following eve with her husband we rowed over the Maas River, and two 
more souls rejoiced in the cause everywhere spoken against. Since then 
seven others have been baptized and so we endeavor to ennoble mankind. 
This part of the mission may be uncommonly quiet, compared to England, 
yet we know we are not left without the witness of the Spirit and signs 
following them that believe. 

President George C. Naegle in a letter from Berne, Switzerland, on June 
18, among other things says: 

“T do not know whether I mentioned in my last that Brother Bryner had 
visited Cologne where Brother Riichart has made another opening, or 
start, and baptized a very nice young man; also good news from Berlin, 
a young lady of the Baptist Brotherhood has joined the true fold; and 
Brother Wilkins thinks others will soon follow. I have two applicants for 
baptism in Austria, one in Vienna and one in Haag; and the cry is more 
Elders needed in nearly every part of the mission.” 

He also desires to have his report of the East Swiss Conference corrected 
in regard to the fields of labor of the Elders. ‘The report was published 
in the Star of June 13, and the opening paragraph should have read like 
this: 

The “West Swiss Conference” of the Swiss and German Mission was 
held at Berne, capital of Switzerland, on the day of Pentecost, Sunday, 
June 2, 1895, in the elegant and spacious hall of “Cafe des Alpes.” There 
were present: George C. Naegle, Henry Hassler, and John B. Schiess of 
the Berne office; Lorenz Fuellenbach of Strassburg, Germany; J. U. 
- Buehler, of Zurich, East Swiss Conference; 8. A. Hunsaker, of Basel ; 
Jacob Brenner and John Fliickiger, of Burgdorf and Biberest, Central 
Conference; John K. Schiess, Gottlieb Tueller, and Emil Kohler, of 
Langnau and Thun, Berne Conference; Rudolf Gygi, William Liithy, 
Gottlieb Schmutz, and Jos. R. Meservy, of Biel and Chaux-de-Fonds, Jura 
Conference; O. F. Ursenbach and Alonzo Francis, of Lausanne; J. J. 
Toronto and Daniel J. Lang, of Geneva; (the seven Elders last named 
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speak the French language); Chr. Riesenmay appointed to Schaffhausen 
and Fr. Haueter to Germany, and Elder Liithy to Lausanne to succeed 
Elder Ursenbach. 


INTRODUCTION OF THE GOSPEL INTO RUSSIA. 


St. PerersspurG, Russia, JUNE 18, 1895. 
PRESIDENT A. H. Lunp, 
LIVERPOOL. 

Thinking that a few lines from this far off land will be interesting to 
you I desire to send you a few items, to let you know how the prospects 
are for the spreading of the principles of the Gospel in Russia. At our 
conference in Gothenborg, President Sundwall called me to take a trip to 
St. Petersburg, to visit a family with whom he had corresponded, and at 
the same time see what could be done for the promulgation of the Gospel 
in this land. 

I left Gothenburg on the 16th of May in company with Brother Sund- 
wall. We held meeting with the Saints in Wingaker, and on the following 
Sunday I attended the conference meetings in Stockholm. I then visited 
Upsala my native city for a few days and returned to Stockholm. Here 
I called on the American Minister and asked him to give me a passport 
to Russia; he did this freely. I then went to the Russian Consul and had 
him sign my passport. Thursday the 6th of June [I went on board the 
steamer inland which was bound for St. Petersburg, Russia. We touched 
at five places in Finland on the way, and Sunday evening at six o'clock 
we landed at St. Petersburg. 1 had taken a lot of our books and tracts 
along with me. I inquired of the Captain if the Russian Custom-house 
officers were very strict in their examination of the travelers’ luggage. 
He answered that if one had books along they were very careful to see 
what kind these were, and if the traveler had tracts and pamphlets these 
would have to be taken to the censors, who examine the contents critic- 
ally; if they find anything they do not like they make it unreadable by 
covering it with black ink. I wanted to take a Book of Mormon with me 
so I put one in my pocket and left the balance in my valise. When the 
custom officer came I stood with my passport in my hand. He asked if 
I had more luggage with me than was contained in my valise, I told 
him I had no other. “Then pass on,” he said; I was not even requested 
to open it. I thought this was curious, and when I had got ashore I 
looked at the others to see if this was the common way of treating trav- 
elers, but I found that all of the others had to open their traveling bags 
and show what they carried with them. In mentioning this afterwards 
to some friends I was told that they had never heard of such a thing as 
passing the customs without opening their valises, and they were much 
astonished that I should have been able to get through so easily. I took 
it as a sign that the Lord would help me. Mr. Lindeléf, who has been 
corresponding with Brother Sundwall, met me, and took me to his home 
where I was very kindly received by his wife who had a good supper 
awaiting me. After supper we commenced to talk about the Gospel, and 
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so interested were we in the things forming the topic of our conversation 
that it was daylight before we thought of retiring to rest. We continued 
our conversation on the Monday, and they requested that they might 
receive baptism the next day; it was with longing they looked forward 
to the Tuesday. Tuesday morning, June 11, we went outside the city in 
search of a suitable place for performing the ordinance. We hired a boat 
and rowed out on the River Neva, but it was hard to find a place where we 
could be alone as there were people all along the shore and boats on every 
part of the river; some were fishing and others pleasuring, and it seemed 
as if we should not be allowed to do that for which we had set out. We 
landed, however, and united our hearts in prayer. Then we waited a 
few moments to see if the people would not leave the place; as if by 
a sudden command the boats sailed away and the people left us alone. 
The baptisms were performed and the new members confirmed by the 
laying on of hands after which we knelt and thanked the Lord for His 
goodness, for we felt that our prayer had been answered. “Oh, how 
happy I am,” said Sister Lindeldéf, “I know God has forgiven my sins!” 
The testimony they bore was very impressive. It was now about three 
o'clock in the afternoon and we returned home where we arrived at 
six, all happy that this sacred ordinance had been performed. I believe 
this is the first time that baptism has been administered by divine 
authority in Russia, in the latter days. Brother Lindeldéf and wife are an 
excellent family, they appear to me the true type of Latter-day Saints. 
He is a goldsmith and has lived in Russia 16 years, but was born in Fin- 
land. He talks Russian and Swedish and is well acquainted with all the 
Scandinavian-speaking people in St. Petersburg. He has been Warden 
for three years in the Free Church Temperance Society and belonged toa 
branch of the Lutheran Church called in Sweden “Waldenstrémare,” 
taking their name from the celebrated lecturer Waldenstrém. There is 
more religious liberty in Russia than is generally supposed. Besides the 
Greek Catholic Church there are found many Roman Catholic churches; 
there are also several German, Swedish, and Finnish Lutheran churches, 
and these again are divided into smaller parties, who hire halls in which 
they hold their meetings. The Baptists are holding their meetings at the 
homes of the members belonging to their religion. Nobody disturbs these 
meetings. The only requirement which the police makes of them is 
that they inform the authorities when they have their coffee and tea 
parties, or hold bazars which bring in money, for at such meetings the 
police must be present. What will be the future for the Gospel here will 
be hard to say. I do not think that much can be done among the Russian 
orthodox Greek Catholics as they are fanatically devoted to their religion, 
there are very few among the laboring classes who can read, but there is 
quite a mixture of nationalities in St. Petersburg. The Germans are the 
most numerously represented; it is not uncommon to hear German spoken 
in the streets, and on many stores are found German signs. There are also 
many Frenchmen, and quite a number of Scandinavians of all trades and 
professions, also many Swedish-talking Fins. Among the latter I believe 
we will be able to do the greatest work, I have instructed Brother Lindeléf 
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to go among his old friends and read the Scriptures to them and explain 
them according to our Biblical references and speak as the Spirit shall 
direct him. I believe he will be able to dv much good in a quiet way and 
prepare the way for our Elders. I do not know how long I shall stay here, 
President Sundwall wished me to visit the few Saints we have in Finland 
before I return to Gothenburg; I feel well and am glad to be worthy to go 
as a messenger of the Lord with the glad tidings of salvation to men. It 
is now on the third year since I left my home to go on this mission, it 
seems but asa night’s dream. I have tried to do what has stood in my 
power to perform my duties. For what I have been able to accomplish 
God alone is to be praised. I have omitted writing anything about St. 
Petersburg, its many palaces, churches, and parks, and its stirring busi- 
ness life; other pens have done that so much better than mine could do it. 
Your fellow laborer in the Cause of Zion, 
A. J. HéaLunp. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The Ephraim City Council has granted a franchise to a company to put in an electric 
light plant at that place. 
The principal’s report of the Latter-day Saints’ College at Salt Lake City showed an 
attendance of 243 during the year. 


The Lehi sugar factory has about 600,000 pounds of raw sugar left over from last year’s 
output. This will be refined when the factory starts up next fall. 


The annual conference of the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Association at Salt 
Lake City closed on the evening of June 9. Three meetings were held on Saturday and 
the same number on Sunday, at which a very interesting program was carried out. The 
officers presented and sustained Sunday afternoon were as fullows: General Superinten- 
dent: President Wilford Woodruff; Counselors: Joseph F. Smith and Moses Thatcher; 
Assistants: F. M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, Heber J. Grant, B. H. Roberts, J. G. 
Kimball, Junius F. Wells, M. H. Hardy, Rodney C. Badger, George H. Brimhall, 
Edward H. Anderson, Douglas M. Todd, John E. Keppler, Edward H. Snow; Secretary: 
George D. Pyper; Corresponding Secretary: Thomas Hull; Treasurer: W. S. Burton; 
Music Director: Evan Stephens. 


Elder Philo Dibble, an aged and respected Utah veteran, died at his home in Spring- 
ville at 2 o’clock a. m., on June 7. Elder Dibble had been failing for some time past and 
was perfectly resigned to his position. He was in the ninetieth year of his age, and had 
a very remarkable career. In his death it is thought the oldest member of the Church 
has passed from mortality. He was baptized September 15, 1830, by Parley P. Pratt. 
He was wounded by a mob during the troublous times of 1833 in Jackson County Missouri. 
He was shot inthe abdomen. The ball passed through his body and lodged near the 
backbone just beneath the skin where it remained up to the time of his death. On May 
27, 1895, he was visited by some of the Elders of the Church and among other things he 
said at that time: ‘“‘I know the Church was established by divine revelation, Joseph 
Smith being God’s Prophet, Seer, and Revelator. With him I was familiar and closely 
associated during his life from 1833 until 1844, when I béheld him as a martyr, shot with 
four bullets, even unto death,; and I now lie here on my death-bed with lead in my body 
at the age of 89, and I shall soon go to meet the martyr, for I now feel that my work here 
on earth is done, and my desire is that I may soon go in peace where I shall see many 
others who, like myself, have suffered many tribulations for Christ’s sake.” 


